[Pruritus - an important adverse drug reaction].
Chronic pruritus may be induced by drugs. In this, chronic pruritus must be differentiated from acute pruritus. Acute pruritus can appear as a side-effect of a medication as for example antibiotics and will usually disappear within some days after discontinuation of the drug. Chronic pruritus is defined as itch sensations lasting longer than six weeks. Chronic pruritus, however, forms a major challenge in diagnostic and therapeutic respect. In view of the demographic development of the population and the frequent polypharmacy especially in the elderly, drugs should always be considered as a possible cause for pruritus.